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REMARKS: 



THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS 1?ACSIMII.E TRANSMISSION 
MAY CONTAIN CONFIDENTIAL OR LEGALLY PRIVILEGED INFORMATION 
. INTENDED ONLY FOR THE PERSON OR ENTITY NAMED BELOW. 

If you are not the intended recipient, please do not read, use, disclose, distribute or copy this transmission. 
If this transmission was received in error, please immediately notify me by telephone directly at (651) 737-063 1 or 
(65 1) 733-1 500, and wc will arrange for its return at no cost to you. 
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Customer Number 
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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

SEP 0 7 2004 



Patent 

Case No.: 56700 US002 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



First Named Inventor: Roberts, Jerry B. 
Application No.; 09/835040 
Hied: April 13,2001 



Group Art I Jnit: 2674 

Examiner: NGUYEN, Kimnhung 



Title: 



METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR FORCE-BASED TOUCH 
INPUT 



Response to Restriction Requirement 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



To Fax No.: 70.1-872*9306 

I hereby certify that Ihis correspnndcncc is being facsimile mmsmiitcd to the U.S. Paiem 
am! Trademark Oflioc on: 



Date 



fried by: McathcrM. Bundy Q~ """ 



'ITiis is in response to the Office Action mailed August 24, 2004. Claims 1-1 10 are 
pending. Claims I -1 10 were restricted under 35 USC § 121 as follows: 

1. Claims 1 -41 and 81-85 are said to be drawn to a force sensor for sensing a touch 
force applied to a touch surface., classified in class 345, subclass 173; 

IL Claims 42-80 and 1 0 1 - 1 1 0 arc said to be drawn to a structure of a force sensing 
touch device, classified in class 349, subclass 1 13; and 

HI. Claims 86*1 00 are said to be drawn to a method for manufacturing a force sensor 
applied to a touch surface, classified in class 361, subclass 213. 



Election 

In response. Applicants elect to prosecute the claims of Group J. 

Applicants believe that a search for art pertaining to the claims of Group I will turn up all 
information relevant to each of the Groups, and therefore that concurrent examination would not 
place an undue burden on the Examiner, and would result in increased efficiency. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal or modification of the restriction requirement is 
respectfully requested. 
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Conclusion 



Applicants have elected Group I, claims 1-41 and 81-85. Continued prosecution of this 
application is respectfully requested. 

It is believed that no fee is due; however, in the event a lee is required, please charge the 
fee to Deposit Account No. 13-3723. The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the 
indicated telephone number with questions that can be resolved with a simple teleconference. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date 



-7 <Z~+ ZoeH 



By: 



Robert J. Pechman, RtSg'No.: 45,002 
Telephone No.: (651)737-0631 




Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.; 631-736-3833 
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